United States Attorney

Southern District of New York

FOR | MMEDI ATE RELEASE CONTACT: U.S. ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE

MARCH 10, 2003 MARVI N SM LON, HERBERT HADAD,

M CHAEL KULSTAD
PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON OFFI CE
(212) 637- 2600

WASH NGTQN, D. C , DW EMPLOYEE PLEADS GJLTY I N MANHATTAN

FEDERAL GOURT TO LI CENSE SCGHEME | N\VAM NG 900 ALI ENS

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the

Sout hern District of New York, announced that GAENDOLYNN DEAN

pled guilty today in Manhattan federal court before United States

Magi strate Judge ANDREWS. PECK to two identification docunent
fraud counts in a pending Indictnent. The Indictment charged
DEAN, an enpl oyee of the Washington, D.C., Departnent of Motor

Vehicles, with participating in a conspiracy to fraudulently

obtain identification docunents, specifically Washington, D.C.

driver’s licenses. As part of the schenme DEAN, DEAN s co-
conspirators, Rafet Ozoglu, a/k/a “Mhnet Ak,” and Mistafa
Ozsusam ar, a/k/a “Mustafa Ozcan,” al/k/a “M ssta QGscane,”
transported aliens fromthe New York area to Washi ngton, D.C
order to fraudulently obtain the driver’s licenses by bribing

DEAN to process the driver’s |license applications.
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According to the Indictnment, throughout the two-and-a-



hal f year course of the conspiracy, Ozoglu and Ozsusani ar

fraudul ently obtained nore than 900 Washi ngton, D.C., driver’s
Iicenses by bribing DEAN. Many of those obtaining the

Washi ngton, D.C., driver’s licenses were illegal aliens and
approximately 75 of the individuals | ater exchanged their

fraudul ently obtai ned Washington, D.C., driver’s licenses for New
York driver’s |icenses.

According to the Indictnment, and Crim nal Conplaints
previously filed in the case, DEAN was a wi ndow clerk with the
Washi ngton, D.C., Departnent of Mdtor Vehicles (“DC DW’). From
January 2000 through June 2002, Ozoglu and Ozsusam ar al |l egedly
solicited co-conspirators who wi shed to fraudulently obtain
driver’s licenses (the “Cients”) and transported those Cients
fromthe New York area to Washington, D.C. (“DC’), usually
driving the Cients in passenger vans. Most of the Cients were
of Mddle Eastern, South Asian or Russian descent and many were
illegal aliens.

According to the Indictnment, once in Washi ngton,
Ozogl u, Ozsusanl ar, and/or their co-conspirators, filled out DC
DW driver’s license applications for the Cients, using
fictitious DC addresses and then acconpanied the Cients to a DC
DW office and to the wi ndow of DEAN. At the w ndow, DEAN
processed the Cients’ applications, despite the absence of proof
of nanme and date of birth, Social Security nunber, and residence,

i n exchange for cash paynments from Ozogl u, Ozsusam ar, and/or
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their co-conspirators. After each Cient obtained a valid DC
driver’s license, Qzoglu, Ozsusam ar, and/or their co-
conspirators allegedly drove drive the Clients back to the New
York area, it was charged.

According to the Indictnent, the Cients each paid
Ozogl u, Ozsusanml ar, and/or their co-conspirators approxi mately
$1,500 for this service. Throughout the course of the purported
conspiracy, QOzoglu, Qzsusam ar and/or their co-conspirators,
fraudul ently obtained nore than 900 DC driver’s licenses in the
manner descri bed above, and approximately 75 of the Cients
exchanged their fraudulently obtained DC driver’s |icenses for
New York driver’s |icenses under New York’s reciprocity program
whi ch issues New York driver’s |icenses to New York residents
with driver’s licenses fromcertain other states, including DC

DEAN, 48, is a resident of the District of Col unbia.
She faces a maxi num sentence of 15 years in jail and a $250, 000
fine or twice the gross gain or loss resulting fromthe crinme on
each count of conspiracy to commt identification docunent fraud
and identification docunent fraud. DEAN is scheduled to be
sentenced before United States District Judge KIMBA M WOOD, who
on June 13, 2003.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the Federal Bureau of

| nvestigation in investigating this case.



M. COMEY said the investigation is continuing.

The trial of Ozoglu and Ozsusaml ar is scheduled to
begin on April 7, 2003, before Judge WOOD

Ozogl u, 41, was a resident of Brooklyn, New York, until
his arrest in June 2002, on these charges. Qzsusanm ar, 58, was a
resident of Manhattan until his arrest in Decenber 2001 on ot her
federal charges. |If convicted, Ozoglu and Ozsusam ar each face
maxi mum sent ences of 5 years in jail for conspiracy to bribe a
public official; 15 years for bribery of a public official; 15
years for conspiracy to conmt identification docunent fraud; 15
years for identification docunent fraud; 10 years for conspiracy
to transport illegal aliens; and 5 years for transportation of
illegal aliens. In addition each count carries a maxi mum fine of
$250, 000 or twice the gross gain or loss resulting fromthe
crime.

Assi stant United States Attorney ALEXANDER H. SOUTHWELL

is in charge of the prosecution.
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